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COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course provides an overview over key issues in Social Anthropology. It examines the historical development of the discipline, offers an introduction to the main theories and thinkers that have shaped it as an academic discipline, and presents the most important research methods. We learn about the differences between Social Anthropology and other disciplines of the social sciences, and critically assesses the practical applicability to real-life situations.

COURSE AIMS

· to give an overview over how Social Anthropology has developed as an academic discipline since the 19th century,

· to introduce the main theories and thinkers that have had an important influence on the development of anthropological theory and practice,

· to examine and practise the most significant research methods and approaches that characterise anthropological practice,

· to understand the differences between social anthropology and other social science disciplines,

· to develop an understanding and to critically assess the extent to which anthropological theories and methods can be applied in a contemporary context

LECTURE/SEMINAR PROGRAMME

Week 1:
Introduction: What is Social Anthropology?

Week 2:
What is culture?

Week 3:
Where do we come from?

Week 4:
Making a living

Week 5:
Knowing others

Week 6:
Marriage

Week 7:
Who decides?

Week 8:
What do people believe?

Week 9: Rituals

Week 10: Does culture have a personality?

Week 11: How do we know?

Week 12: Nature or culture?

Week 13: Doing anthropology

Week 14: Anthropology in/of/and Palestine

Week 15: Student presentations

Week 16: Revision week

COURSE BOOKS

The following books are compulsory reading for the course. Each week certain chapters are assigned for reading and they will be discussed during the Thursday lecture. You MUST read the texts in preparation for the lecture. 

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. Mirror for Humanity. A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. Fourth edition. Boston: McGraw Hill.

الخطيب, محمد. 2005. الأنثروبولوجيا الاجتماعية. دمشق: دار علاء الدين.

العثماني, وسام. 2002. المدخل الى الانثروبولوجيا. دمشق: الاهالي للطباعة و النشر و التوزيع.
READING LIST

Week 1:
Introduction: What is Social Anthropology?

Lecture 1 (Sun): Introduction

Lecture 2 (Tue): What do anthropologists do?

Lecture 3 (Thur): The anthropological perspective

Seminar reading:

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Anthropology”. Mirror for Humanity. A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. Fourth edition. Boston: McGraw Hill, p.3-5.

الخطيب, محمد. 2005. "الفصل الأول. مفهوم الانثروبولوجيا".  الأنثروبولوجيا الاجتماعية. دمشق: دار علاء الدين. ص. 9-19.

Week 2: What is culture?

Lecture 1: What is culture?

Lecture 2: Culture and society 

Lecture 3: Studying culture: theory and practice

Seminar reading:

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Culture is Learned”. Mirror for Humanity. A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. Fourth edition. Boston: McGraw Hill, p.41-43.

الخطيب, محمد. 2005. الفصل الرابع. "موضوع الانثروبولوجيا الاجتماعية: المجتمعات البدائية".  الأنثروبولوجيا الاجتماعية. دمشق: دار علاء الدين. ص. 59-68.
Week 3:
Where do we come from?

Lecture 1: Human and cultural development

Lecture 2: Evolutionism: Lewis Henry Morgan

Lecture 3: History of the discipline

Seminar reading:

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Human diversity”. Mirror for Humanity. A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. Fourth edition. Boston: McGraw Hill, p.2/3.

الخطيب, محمد. 2005. "الفصل الثاني.تأريخ الانثروبولوجيا الاجتماعية".  الأنثروبولوجيا الاجتماعية. دمشق: دار علاء الدين. ص. 27-44.

Week 4:

Making a living

Lecture 1: Econonomic forms of life

Lecture 2: Access to resources

Lecture 3: Structure and exchange

Seminar reading:

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Economizing and Maximization”. Mirror for Humanity. A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. Fourth edition. Boston: McGraw Hill, p.120-122.

الخطيب, محمد. 2005. "الفصل الثالث.الاتجاه الوظيفي, و الاتجاه البنيوي".  الأنثروبولوجيا الاجتماعية. دمشق: دار علاء الدين. ص. 51-58.

الخطيب, محمد. 2005. "النظم الاقتصادية".  الأنثروبولوجيا الاجتماعية. دمشق: دار علاء الدين. ص. 163-170.

Week 5:
Knowing others

Lecture 1: How do societies organise?

Lecture 2: Families

Lecture 3: Selves and others

Seminar reading:

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Descent”. Mirror for Humanity. A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. Fourth edition. Boston: McGraw Hill, p.165-167.

الخطيب, محمد. 2005."القسم الثاني. الفصل الأول.الأشكال المورفولوجية للمجتمعات البدائية".  الأنثروبولوجيا الاجتماعية. دمشق: دار علاء الدين. ص. 80-110.

Week 6:
Marriage

Lecture 1: Marriage and exchange

Lecture 2: Bride kidnapping and romantic love (kinship in the 21st century)

Lecture 3: Evaluating anthropological literature

Seminar reading:

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Bridewealth and dowry”. Mirror for Humanity. A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. Fourth edition. Boston: McGraw Hill, p.173-175.

الخطيب, محمد. 2005. الفصل الثاني. النظم الاجتماعية للمجتمعات البدائية".  الأنثروبولوجيا الاجتماعية. دمشق: دار علاء الدين. ص. 112-152.

Week 7:
Who decides?

Lecture 1: Studying politics, studying structures

Lecture 2: Authority and leadership

Lecture 3: Household politics

Seminar reading:

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Nomadic Politics”. Mirror for Humanity. A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. Fourth edition. Boston: McGraw Hill, p.145-146.

الخطيب, محمد. 2005. "الفصل الثالث. النظم السياسية".  الأنثروبولوجيا الاجتماعية. دمشق: دار علاء الدين. ص. 153-160.

Week 8:
What do people believe?

Lecture 1: Different forms of religion

Lecture 2: Functions of religion

Lecture 3: Witchcraft and magic

Seminar reading:

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Social Control”. Mirror for Humanity. A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. Fourth edition. Boston: McGraw Hill, p.218-220.

الخطيب, محمد. 2005. "الفصل الرانع. النظم الدينية".  الأنثروبولوجيا الاجتماعية. دمشق: دار علاء الدين. ص. 174-176.

Week 9: 
Rituals

Lecture 1: Social rituals, rites of passage

Lecture 2: Religious rituals

Lecture 3: The futility of rituals

Seminar reading:

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Rituals” + “Rites of Passage”. Mirror for Humanity. A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. Fourth edition. Boston: McGraw Hill, p.214-217.

الخطيب, محمد. 2005. "الفصل الخامس. البناء الاجتماعي".  الأنثروبولوجيا الاجتماعية. دمشق: دار علاء الدين. ص. 70-76.

Week 10:
Does culture have a personality?

Lecture 1: Cultural relativism

Lecture 2: Culture and personality

Lecture 3: Anthropology and imperialism

Seminar reading:

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Ethnocentrism, Cultural Relativism, and Human Rights”. Mirror for Humanity. A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. Fourth edition. Boston: McGraw Hill, p.49-51.

الخطيب, محمد. 2005. "الفصل الثالث. الاتجاه التطوري, الاتجاه الانتشاري".  الأنثروبولوجيا الاجتماعية. دمشق: دار علاء الدين. ص. 45-51.

Week 11:
How do we know? 

Lecture 1: Malinowski, fieldwork and participant observation

Lecture 2: Interviews and other techniques

Lecture 3: Research ethics

Seminar reading:

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Ethnography: Anthropology’s Distinctive Strategy” + “Ethnographic Techniques. Observation and Participant Observation”. Mirror for Humanity. A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. Fourth edition. Boston: McGraw Hill, p.25-27.

العثماني, وسام. 2002."الفصل الثالث. مناهج البحث الانثروبولوجي".  المدخل إلى الانثروبولوجيا. دمشق: الأهالي للطباعة و النشر و التوزيع. ص. 69-82.
Week 12:
Nature or culture?

Lecture 1: Cultural ecology

Lecture 2: Genes and culture

Lecture 3: Gender

Seminar reading:

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “What Determines Gender Variation” + “Sexual Orientation”. Mirror for Humanity. A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. Fourth edition. Boston: McGraw Hill, p.203-205.

العثماني, وسام. 2002."الفصل الثاني. الاتجاه الايكولوجي, الاتجاه النفسي, الاتجاه الادراكي".  المدخل إلى الانثروبولوجيا. دمشق: الأهالي للطباعة و النشر و التوزيع. ص. 54-68.
Week 13:
Doing anthropology

Lecture 1: Applied anthropology

Lecture 2: Jobs for anthropologists

Lecture 3: How’s anthropology different…?

Seminar reading:

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Academic and Applied Anthropology”. Mirror for Humanity. A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. Fourth edition. Boston: McGraw Hill, p.8-10.

الخطيب, محمد. 2005. " علاقة الانثروبولوجيا بفروع المعرفة الاخرى". مفهوم الانثروبولوجيا.  الأنثروبولوجيا الاجتماعية. دمشق: دار علاء الدين. ص. 19-26.

العثماني, وسام. 2002."الفصل الخامس. طرق البحث الميداني".  المدخل إلى الانثروبولوجيا. دمشق: الأهالي للطباعة و النشر و التوزيع. ص. 107-129.

Week 14:
Anthropology in/of/and Palestine

Lecture 1: Insider and outsider research

Lecture 2: Past studies of Palestinian culture

Lecture 3: New issues

Seminar reading:

Week 15:
Student presentations

Week 16:
Revision

ASSESSMENT

First exam

20%

A one-hour exam referring to the first six weeks of teaching. 30/09/2010.

Literature review  

15%

Read and critically review an ethnographic journal article (NOT the topic of the article!). It must be submitted by 12pm on 28/10/2010. The review should be about 500 words long and concern an article chosen from a journal of social and human sciences. It should be about anthropological research in one of the following areas:

· ecnomomic relations and behaviour

· political systems and relationships

· kinship patterns

· marriage rules and practices

· religious practices

· anthropological theory

· or any other topic chosen after consultation with the course coordinator

The review must try to answer the following questions about the article:

· exact bibliographic information on the article: author's name, title of article, journal title, year of publication, page numbers.

· What is the article about? What is the author trying to say? Describe, in your own words, the subject of the article.

· What does the article say in detail? Describe the contents in more detail.

· What is the hypothesis of the article?

· How did the author do the research?

· What are the results? Did s/he prove or disprove the hypothesis?

· What are the positive sides of the ARTICLE (NOT the topic!)? Is it easy to read and to understand? Was the research done well?

· What the negative sides of the ARTICLE? Could the writer have done anything better in the writing or the research?

· How do you evaluate the article? Is it worth reading? Who should read it?

Group presentation
15%

In groups of four you should present an anthropological topic to the class. The presentation should be about 1015 minutes long. You must choose a suitable way of presenting the topic, e.g. poster, PowerPoint, video, audio.  28/11- 02/12/2010.

Final exam


50%

A two-hour exam referring to the entire course content. mid- 12/2010.

REGULARITY OF ATTENDANCE

Attendance at lectures and seminars is required at all times. More than six absences without good cause result in a withdrawal from the course. For regulations concerning the absences, please refer to University regulations.

CLASS CERTIFICATE

Failure to attend classes or failure to submit a piece of continuous assessment may result in your class certificate being refused.  

Students who are refused a class certificate are withdrawn from the course and cannot take the prescribed degree assessment in the current session, nor are eligible to be re-assessed next session, unless and until they qualify for the award of a class certificate by taking the course again in the next session.

ASSESSMENT DEADLINES

Midterm exam: 30/09/2010

Literature review: 28/10/2010

Presentation: 28/11- 02/12/2010

Final exam: mid-12/2010
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